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New York state is one of the wealthiest regions in the
world. Yet far too many of our students trudge along
with the invisible backpack of childhood poverty.
Now is the time to address the root causes of
childhood poverty.  
Join our fight: 1in5ny.org/take-action

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE
POUGHKEEPSIE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
FEBRUARY2025

“Congratulations to the graduates of our NYSUT-A Union
of Professionals Leadership Institute!  These union leaders
spent the whole year in this program to gain the skills,
knowledge, and confidence to strengthen the movement.”
-Melinda Person, NYSUT President

https://ppsta.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F1in5ny.org%2Ftake-action%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1P7lT3-vimZ0HQiK8pDsXLxsfyYz4gXVoc5sxYhWJ8r6Zw6LdyJ58TJ8k_aem_eBBSuK0oB2KKkz6XSvEh4g&h=AT26Vd2GFkJaH6jt7WedT8yGrcgQgLspY1t8cXL8iKMUKYife1vkLE9UHxaj8Y3Ec4Jhjt4Vz5HeaMzE3GMCuCp7OFlIBIg8li44UWx0VkgcLMCA2-D2loNbRkzZ2tA4ZY1o&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3wlN2dGFBL2o6pMX85QBZspW6MaTNYLwaAobZugJKEu22fvg1h44EE1xEy6iLPn-gvaUtivp3k7b9FDHSKRmCkcM45_C5pIeqNK0So9UTJoqd2j8YuPsDlK9vvSK-KzmsbIqnSiO6KZPZsgS13rhzexEyqXvTYfXEYWzr03wYK3mWXbDkHVyT8gZBDHAEZ9T6p7g1g3A0y6pMsxoKzkDFt_gQ


PPSTA would like to express our
sincere condolences on the loss of
a loved one to you and your family.

Heather Smith-Douglas
Jawan Trocino

Yashema Maitland
Sean Lauder

Anne Formato
Cheryl Mongroo

PPSTA sends special thoughts to retiree Kathleen Doherty
on the passing of her husband, John (Doc) Doherty.

For Hosting a Relaxing 
SELF LOVE Opportunity on 

2.12.25
CHAKRA HEALING

BREATHWORK & SALT CAVE
RELAXATION

This New Member event took place at: 
HV HEALING CENTER
51 SPRINGSIDE AVE,
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY

NE
W MEMBER & MENTOR COMMITTEES

Congratulations

...for more info on 
upcoming events!



THE PPSTA BULLETIN IS THE
OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION
FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP

REGARDING ALL MEDICAL
AND DENTAL INSURANCE

INFORMATION.

Office Secretary:
Olga Mirabilio
officesecretary@ppsta.org
Hours: M-F 8am-12pm

**PPSTA wants to
celebrate our members

and their work!** 
Do you want to highlight
your classroom or school

event?  Do you have
awesome pictures of
union members doing

great things? 
If you have:

*Articles 
*items of interest 
*Congratulations

*Pictures 
*Condolences

Please submit them to
bulletin@PPSTA.org**

PPSTA is located at:
40 Garden Street, Suite 207
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845.471.3376
FAX 845.471.6783

For your financial records,
please note:

Union dues for 2024 were

Please contact the PPSTA Treasurer
Kim Coleman at treasurer@ppsta.org if

you have any questions.

$889.87

https://ppsta.org/
https://ppsta.org/


A P P R  T I M E L I N E

Due to Member:
2 Weeks Prior

to Pre-
Observation
Conference

INITIAL 
NOTIFICATION

LESSON 
PLAN

UNANNOUNCED
OBSERVATIONS

(2)

PRE-
OBSERVATION 

CONFERENCE

LESSON PLAN
ALIGNMENT

POST
CONFERENCE

SUMMATIVE OBSERVATION

Due to
Administrator:
1 Week Before

Pre-Ob
Conference

Administrator
has 1 Week to
Align Lesson

Plan to Rubric

Administrator
Reviews

Aligned Rubric
with Member

Held within 7
Days of

Observation

Approved
Administrator(s)

Conducts 2
Unannounced
Observations

Before Post Conf

Admin. Conducts
Classroom

Observation
within 3 Days of

Pre-Ob

Please use the PPSTA APPR Survey Form to document your
individual process & identify any inaccuracies/violations.

All observations
completed by

June 5.
Summative
meetings by

June 10.



A P P R  G U I D A N C E
&  L I N K S

Supplemental Memorandum of 
Agreement for 2017-2021

APPR Plan (2016)

New Member Committee is here if you need them for support.Please emailbulletin@ppsta.org for more information.Join us!

https://ppsta.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SupplementalMemorandumofAgreementtoAPPR.pdf
https://ppsta.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SupplementalMemorandumofAgreementtoAPPR.pdf
https://ppsta.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SupplementalMemorandumofAgreementtoAPPR.pdf
https://ppsta.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/appr-plan.pdf


PPSTA APPR Member Resources:

NYSUT 2014 Teacher Rubric
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutte

acherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en

NYSUT TED Workbook
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2013/april/ted/ted_work

book.pdf?la=en

NYSUT TED Handbook
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2013/april/ted/ted_handb

ook.pdf?la=en

Marcellus Schools Evidence List by Standard
http://www.marcellusschools.org/tfiles/folder920/Teaching%20Standards%20wi

th%20bullets%20by%20indicator%20Marcellus%20Specific%20%5B1%5D.pdf

NYSUT Reaching Every Learner
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/september/ted_re

aching_every_student.pdf?la=en

NYSUT Powerpoint Live Binder APPR
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=249839

NYSUT Differentiated Learning/Student Engagement APPR (p3-5)
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/february/rese

arch_150218_dep_differentiated_evaluation.pdf?la=en

NYSUT DeTECS Scoring Tool
https://www.nysut.org/resources/all-listing/2013/april/detecs-a-composite-

scoring-tool-for-the-nysut-teacher-practice-rubric

https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/february/research_150218_dep_differentiated_evaluation.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/february/research_150218_dep_differentiated_evaluation.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/september/ted_reaching_every_student.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/september/ted_reaching_every_student.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/september/ted_reaching_every_student.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/february/research_150218_dep_differentiated_evaluation.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/february/research_150218_dep_differentiated_evaluation.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2014/september/nysutteacherpracticerubric2014.pdf?la=en
https://ppsta.org/


Calendar Year Information:
Medical: January 1-December 31

Dental: July 1-June 30
Vision:  July 1-June 30
Legal: April 1-March 31

Medical Opt-out: September 1-
August 31





In the Spring of 2024, the PPSTA Benefit Trust announced that we
were leaving GVS.  Per the May Bulletin:
“For retirees, the Benefit Trust has voted that we will pay the
premium for the first year for those of you that have been on GVS.
We will access in the Spring if this can continue. We may have to set
up a system like dental. “

On January 9, 2025, the PPSTA Benefit Trust met.  It was voted by
the Trustees that effective July 1, 2025 the Benefit Trust will cover
the cost of a single vision plan for retirees.  Should retirees wish to
have a family plan they will need to pay the difference between the
single and family rate to continue Family coverage.

For those choosing to continue as a family plan, information on
signing up for ACH payments/check payments will be coming very
soon.  Please note that anyone who has the family plan and does not
make arrangement prior to July 1, 2025 will automatically have
dependents dropped.  Once dropped, future enrollment will not be
available.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
REGARDING RETIREE VISION!

WILLDAY
As a benefit of the PPSTA Access Group Legal Plan, you are entitled to draft or update a Simple Will
each year. The same holds true for your spouse or domestic partner. This is a service that is provided
at no cost to PPSTA members.  Member, spouse, family members, or domestic partners are invited to
attend the session.  Sign-up info will be in the PPSTA March/April bulletins.
Retirees, if you would like to avail yourself of this opportunity, for a $55 annual fee you can likewise have these
documents prepared (and receive more legal services) by enrolling in the Legal Service Plan at www.nysut.org.
You must buy the NYSUT Legal Plan before your appointment.

May 28, 2025

https://ppsta.org/



